                                   SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION

                                          TUESDAY, JANUARY 13 2015 at 12:00 Noon
                                     MINUTES REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
The Regular meeting was called to order by President Don Boihem at 12:00 noon on Tuesday January 13, 2015 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.

Helen Muller gave the invocation and Commissioner Ernie Drake followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Cheryl Brumfield, James Wesley Daniels, Ernie Drake, Daryl Ferrara and Bill Joubert 
Commissioner Absent:  Lucas Watkins 
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen A. Muller, Secretary; Michael Patorno, Ranjit Gujja and Don Ellzey with The Daily Star 
All visitors in attendance were introduced and welcomed.  
The president, hearing no public comments, then asked for a motion to adopt the Regular meeting agenda as presented. 
It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Drake that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the agenda as presented.  Motion passed. Yeas: 6 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert  Nays: 0   Absent: 1 – Watkins
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

It was moved by Commissioner Drake and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Public Hearing on the Proposed Budget for 2015 held on December 9, 2014. Motion passed. Yeas: 6 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert  Nays: 0   Absent: 1 - Watkins

 It was moved by Commissioner  Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner  Joubert that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held on December 9, 2014.  Motion passed. Yeas: 6 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert  Nays: 0   Absent: 1 - Watkins                                                    
TREASURER’S REPORT:

Commissioner Joubert was asked to present the Financial Reports for the month ending December 31, 2014. He reported that the total revenues were $ 33,164.40 and the total expenses were $21,270.39, leaving a net income of $11,894.01. He also reported that the Year to Date Variance Report showed Total Revenues were $37,876.12 and the total expenses were $10, 167.13 leaving a net income of $27,708.99 commenting that the year-end results were good. Hearing no additions or deletions, a motion for approval of the December financials, as presented, was made by Commissioner Drake and seconded by Commissioner Daniels.  Motion passed. Yeas: 6 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert  Nays: 0   Absent: 1 – Watkins
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. DOTD- Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-053-00113 (321)
    Bulkhead, Lay-down Area, and Dredging Project

    A) Resolution

Director Patrick Dufresne introduced Michael Patorno and Ranjit Gujja with URS Engineering Firm.  The following matters were discussed pertaining to the  project: approaching the final stage,  DOTD approval on design and plan specification prior to proceeding with  advertising the project for construction, time frame on receiving required permits, adopt resolution authorizing the advertising process for bid/proposals, electronic bidding criteria  and schedule a date in February for bid advertising.  After reviewing and discussing the guidelines/procedures a resolution was introduced by Secretary Ferrara in reference to the project.

It was moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commissioner Daniels that the Commission authorizes Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, to advertise the LA State Project: SPN 578-053-0012 (322), revised design plans and specifications, upon final approval from LA DOTD and to be in compliance with the guidelines established in the Port Construction and Development Priority Program grant application.  The preparation and submission for services to be rendered and advertised in the Port’s Official Journal of Record and the Central Auction House electronic bidding service requesting bid/proposal for the related revised construction project to be coordinated by URS Corporation the port’s project engineering firm of record. Motion passed. Yeas: 6 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert  Nays: 0   Absent: 1 – Watkins

2. Prospective Tenant (s) Project Research Update
Patrick Dufresne, port director, reported that notification was received from the port’s current tenant, Associated Terminals-Globalplex that they would like to continue their leasing of Building # 2 for other commodities while the Commission continues with the marketing research work on the long term project with CN to acquire a Polymer Pellet manufacturer who has an interest in shipping their product in the future utilizing the port facility.  He mentioned that the next Port Priority Grant application request would be for infrastructure improvements, additional rail, re-location of scale, paving, entrance road, rail crossing, conveyors and container handling equipment for future projects. The port’s current tenant has inquired about looking into the possibility of an extension to building/warehouse # 3 and as a result to that inquiry the port is seeking options with its engineer of record utilizing Capital Outlay funding that has been acquired in the past for terminal improvements.  Discussed were responses to questions asked in regards to the proposed Warehouse No. 3 expansion.  Several options were presented , expansion benefits, job creation, rate of return, rental fees per sq. ft., funding for project, match funds ,economic analysis, foundation cost, additional 5,000 -7,000 sq ft., detail of plans and construction cost estimates for the proposed expansion was presented by URS engineers. More information will be presented for the Commission’s review at their next meeting from URS regarding plans, specification and cost estimates.
3. Invoice Payment Approval 
In the absence of Treasurer Watkins Commissioner Joubert presented for the Commissioner’s review and payment approval the following January, 2015 invoices.
a)  Bill Poland, Consultant,  Month of December, 2014 – Amt. $ 500.00

b)  Ports Association of Louisiana Membership Renewal  Amt. $ 2,000

c) Ponchatoula Times Inv. # 8069838  Amt.     6.40  (Published  Legal Notices and Minutes)

                                                 8069922 Amt.    19.20


     
                                                 8069933  Amt. 159.20
    



Total        184.80
d)  Cashe Coudrain & Sandage, Professional Services, Inv. # 100272  Amt. $490.00 

It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara seconded by Commissioner Drake, that the Commission approve payment of the January, 2015 invoices as presented  by Commissioner Joubert. Motion passed. Yeas: 6 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert  Nays: 0   Absent: 1 – Watkins
4. Audit Engagement 
The port director announced that a letter of notification was received from the Legislative Auditor office to proceed with approved request to have Pinell & Martínez, LLP perform the  South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission’s audit for the year ended December 31, 2014. 
New Business:
1. Election of Officers for 2015 Term

Nominations were made for election of officers to serve for the 2015 calendar year, effective January 13, 2015.

It was moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commissioner Daniels that Commissioner Boihem  be nominated and elected to serve as President of the Commission.  . Motion passed. Yeas: 6 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert  Nays: 0   Absent: 1 – Watkins
It was moved by Commissioner Drake, seconded by Commissioner Daniels that Commissioner Ferrara be nominated and elected to serve as Vice President of the Commission. . Motion passed. Yeas: 6 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert  Nays: 0   Absent: 1 – Watkins

It was moved by Commissioner Joubert seconded by Commissioner Ferrara, that Commissioner Drake be nominated and elected to serve as Secretary of the Commission.  . Motion passed. Yeas: 6 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: 0   Absent: 1 – Watkins
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert , seconded by Commissioner Ferrara, that Commissioner Watkins  be nominated, and elected to continue serving as Treasure of the Commission.  . Motion passed. Yeas: 6 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: 0   Absent: 1 – Watkins

Congratulations were extended to the newly elected officers and Don Boihem, President, continued with the meeting agenda items.,
2. Tariff Update
    a) Resolution

Port Director, Patrick Dufresne presented a copy of the updated Tariff, previously sent by e-mail to the Commissioners, for their review and approval informing them of the latest updates and revisions that were implemented pertaining to the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission/Port Manchac tariff.  An explanation was given on the purpose of the tariff which is a document of guidelines established by a port authority pertaining to terminal regulations and operating plans.  Commissioner Ferrara introduced a resolution in reference to the tariff.
It was moved by Commissioner Drake, seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission 
adopt the Revisions to the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission/Port Manchac Tariff, Terminal Regulations and Operating Plans (#002), as submitted by its executive director, Patrick Dufresne.
Motion passed. Yeas: 6 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: 0   Absent: 1 – Watkins

2. Executive Session- Pursuant to LS RS 42.6-1 To Discuss Land Acquisition Negotiations

There was no need to have an executive session at this time to discuss land acquisitions.
Remarks:
Patrick Dufresne, port director announced that he and President Boihem would be attending the Crude by Water Conference  which will be held in Houston, Texas on January 14-15, 2015 and would be presenting the revised Crude Oil Trans-loading presentation at the event.   The port director expressed his thanks and appreciation to Bill Poland, Marketing Consultant, and Commissioner Joubert for their assistance in the crude oil presentation update.  A meeting is scheduled, next week, with the Tangipahoa Parish staff to discuss the status of the pending infrastructure grant funding for flood protections that will help complement the ports Bulkhead and Grading Project at the southern end of the terminal. 
President Boihem expressed his appreciation to the STPPC office staff for their assistance in purging of its old obsolete files which were no longer needed.  Thanking everyone again for their efforts, time and attendance at the meetings and  is looking forward to attending the Crude by Water Conference.
There being no other remarks or further business, it was moved by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Daniels that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. Yeas: 6 – Boihem, Brumfield, Daniels, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert  Nays: 0   Absent: 1 – Watkins
Adjourned at 12:50 P.M.

                             _____________________________________
                             Ernie Drake, Secretary- STPPC
